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Better Standards for Medical Education

The standards of medical education in Sri Lanka need to be raised to meet tomorrow’s needs. This is an
enormous task that the Government alone cannot do; private sector participation is essential.

Ensuring the quality and high standards of medical education is the responsibility of the Government and
leaders of the medical profession. To accomplish this without burdening the taxpayers of this country who
are already bearing heavy burdens, private-public partnerships are needed. Together, we will be able to create
amodern health service with higher standards.

In this context, following measures will be taken as a law-abiding, inclusive and responsible Government on
resolving the SAITM issue:

1 Students of SAITM who have been successful in the final examination
of the degree programme will be provided a clinical training at state
hospitals either at Homagama or Avissawella.

2 It will be made compulsory for these students to face a test to be
conducted under the supervision of the Sri Lanka Medical Council
(SLMC) and the University Grants Commission (UGC).

3 The Government will introduce legislation to stipulate the minimum
standards for admission to Medical Education.

4 The ‘Dr Neville Fernando Hospital’ is to be taken over by the
Government and be utilised as a Teaching Hospital.

The Government’s policy position is that Private Sector must be encouraged to set up
Institutions of Higher Education with high standards under state regulatory supervision.

This is the vision of the Government in creating a liberal environment for the higher
education sector for the benefit of all citizens.

Ministry of Higher Education & Highways

Ministry of Health, Nutrition & Indigenous Medicine
Department of Government Information

Knowledge & prosperity through freedom of education
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